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Hence a complete revision of frontiers on a racial basi
would certainly involve the cession to Denmark of thi
northern portion of Schleswig, as far as and including
the port of Flensburg.
To-day, however, this question is complicated by strategic
considerations, due to the creation of the Kiel Canal as an
almost impregnable naval base. The suggestion has
already been seriously put forward, that Denmark should
be allowed, in the event of Germany's defeat, to extend her
territory as far as the north bank of the Canal, which would
thus become an international high way for peaceful commerce,
possibly under a general guarantee of neutrality. Whether
such a present might not prove a very grave embarrassment
to Denmark, and whether the guarantee would be more
effectual than the treaty which secured Belgian in-
dependence, are questions which depend mainly upon the
mood of the peoples of Europe after they are tired of
shedding each other's blood. But it is well to realise that
the question of the Kiel Canal is one which may very
possibly lead to a prolongation of the war, and which, as
I have already hinted, Kussia will not allow to rest, even
if Britain should hesitate to complete the work.
(3) The third point at which, on a basis of racial re-
distribution, a defeated Germany must inevitably suffer
territorial loss, is the Polish district on her eastern frontier.
The present kingdom of Prussia includes 3,328,750 Poles
among its subjects, mainly in the former duchy of Posen,
but also in Silesia and along the southern edge of West and
East Prussia (known as Mazurians and Kasubians). The
pronouncedly anti-Polish policy pursued by the German
Government for over twenty years past has aroused deep
and insurmountable hatred against Prussia in the heart
of the Poles, who even in the days when Berlin was relatively